
When simple corrections aren't enough, the market combines them. A double three is two simple
corrective patterns stitched together by a connector wave — and it's why corrections can drag on
far longer than anyone expects.

All six corrective patterns fall into two categories:

Simple (single pattern) Complex (combined patterns)

Zigzag (5-3-5) Double three / WXY (this lesson)

Regular flat (3-3-5) Triple three / WXYXZ (next lesson)

Expanded flat (3-3-5)

Running flat (3-3-5)

Triangle (3-3-3-3-3)

Simple corrections have a straightforward ABC structure. They're shorter, easier to analyse, and
occur in clearer market conditions.

Complex corrections combine multiple simple corrections together using connecting waves.
They're longer, more intricate, involve more waves and patterns, and typically occur in volatile or
uncertain conditions requiring extended consolidation.

All a complex correction really is: multiple zigzags, flats, and/or triangles joined together.

Elliott Wave — Complex
Corrections: Double Three
(WXY)

Simple vs Complex Corrections



Zigzags = sharp, deep corrections (Fib 500-618+). Structure: 5-3-5
Flats = sideways, shallow corrections (Fib 236-382). Structure: 3-3-5
Triangles = sideways consolidation, five waves (ABCDE). Can only appear in wave 4,
wave B, or wave X

A WXY is a combination of two simple corrective patterns connected by an X wave:

W = first simple correction (zigzag OR flat — NOT a triangle)
X = connecting wave (zigzag, flat, OR triangle — any corrective structure, typically
smaller)
Y = second simple correction (zigzag, flat, OR triangle)

Key rules for what can appear where:

Position Can Be Can't Be

W Zigzag, flat Triangle (can't start with a triangle)

X Zigzag, flat, triangle — (anything goes)

Y Zigzag, flat, triangle — (triangles allowed at the end, just
like wave E in a triangle)

Each of W, X, and Y is itself an ABC structure (three waves). So the overall count is ABC-ABC-ABC =
nine waves of corrective movement.

The key identifier: the market is moving in waves of three, not five.

If the first leg down isn't five waves (so it's not a zigzag's wave A), and it's not a 3-3 setting up a
flat — look for three sets of ABCs connected together. Each individual ABC is a simple correction
you already know how to identify. The WXY is just those simple corrections chained.

Quick Recap — Simple Correction
Characteristics

What Is a Double Three (WXY)?

How to Identify a WXY



Practical approach:

1. See a completed ABC → that's your W
2. See a connecting wave (smaller correction) → that's your X
3. See another completed ABC → that's your Y
4. Label it WXY

The "isolation" technique: If you're struggling to see the pattern, mentally isolate each section.
Take the first section alone — is it a zigzag? A flat? An expanded flat? Then take the second section
alone — zigzag? Flat? Triangle? If each section is a valid simple correction on its own, and they're
connected by a smaller corrective wave, you've got a WXY.

Any combination of simple corrections is valid. Some real examples:

Expanded flat + zigzag (Solana example — expanded flat took out the high then the
low, connector, then zigzag with leading diagonal for the final leg)
Flat + triangle (sideways flat correction → connector → triangle consolidation →
breakout)
Zigzag + zigzag (two sharp corrections connected — creates a deeper correction than a
single zigzag)
Zigzag + flat (sharp correction → connector → sideways consolidation)
Flat + zigzag + leading diagonal (multiple patterns combining)

Corrective nature: WXY patterns are corrective — they move sideways or counter-trend. They
are NOT impulse waves.

Typically sideways: Most WXY patterns produce big drawn-out sideways consolidations. This is
how you get those massive periods where price goes nowhere for months or years. However, they
CAN be deep corrections too — not always sideways.

Size relationship: The X wave is usually smaller than the W and Y waves. Pattern is: bigger →
smaller → bigger.

Flexibility: Because W, X, and Y can each be different types of corrections, the pattern's
appearance varies enormously. This is what makes them hard to identify — no two WXY patterns
look the same.

Common Combinations

Key Characteristics



Pattern extension: Sometimes after Y completes, the market keeps correcting with another X-Z,
turning the WXY into a WXYXZ (triple three). This is covered in the next lesson.

"It's a lot easier to pick a top than to pick a bottom."

Impulse waves are relatively straightforward — five waves up, maybe an extension or diagonal,
clear rules. Picking tops with divergence, volume, and market structure works well.

But corrections can be a zigzag, a flat, a triangle, a WXY, a WXYXZ, or any combination. You might
think the correction ended after a WXY, then another XZ comes and it keeps going. This is why:

Corrections are 80% of the difficulty in Elliott Wave
Even experienced Elliotticians run 4-5 different scenarios during corrections
You're not expected to master this immediately — the educator admits he still isn't 100%
comfortable with WXY patterns and finds WXYXZ very difficult
Being aware these exist is more important than being able to identify them perfectly.
When you see someone post a complex corrective count, you'll understand what they're
doing

If the first move isn't five waves, it's not a zigzag. Look for whether you're getting
waves of three instead — that points toward a flat, a WXY, or a leading diagonal
Don't stress over complex corrections. Even experienced analysts struggle with
these. Focus on identifying when the correction ENDS (change of market structure,
divergence, volume confirmation) rather than trying to count every sub-wave perfectly
Use isolation. If you can't see the pattern on the full chart, isolate each section and
identify the simple correction within it
Drop to lower timeframes if you're struggling to see the subdivisions
The beauty of WXY: You're not always trying to find 5-3-5. Sometimes the market just
moves in threes — and now you know why. It's combining simple corrections into a
complex one

Why Complex Corrections Matter

Practical Tips
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